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Pedestrian struck on Assembly Street
20-year-old woman suffers
minor injuries; USC student
cited following incident
Thad Moore

TMOORE@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

A 20-year-old woman was hit by a car
while crossing Assembly Street Tuesday
afternoon.
The victim was hit by the front of a
red Nissan Altima turning left to head
southbound on Assembly from Greene
Street at about 12:20 p.m., according to
a police department release.
She suffered minor injuries and was
in stable condition Tuesday afternoon,
according to police.
Whether she is a USC student is not
clear, and the victim’s identity was not
been released by police spokeswoman
Jennifer Timmons.
The victim had a walk signal, and

the driver, Laneisha Moskowitz, had a
green light, according to the release.
Moskowitz, who is listed as a thirdyear early childhood education student
in the USC directory, was cited with
failure to yield to a pedestrian.
The victim was hit by the front of the
car and knocked to the ground. Her bag
appeared to have been knocked out of
her hand, and she was lying face down
in the roadway as she was tended by
EMS, the fi re department and police.
T he wom a n w a s t re at e d o n t he
road for about 20 minutes before she
was transported to Palmetto Health
Richland. Police remained on the scene
to investigate.
The safet y of crossi ng A ssembly
Street is a growing concern as the Darla
Moore School of Business gets ready to
move into its new building next to the
Carolina Coliseum.
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A 20-year-old woman is moved to an ambulance Tuesday afternoon after she
was hit by a USC student turning left onto Assembly Street from Greene Street.

Carolina Alert
successful in
semesterly test
Online messages sent within
2 minutes; TV crawler out in 7
Amanda Coyne

ACOYNE@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

As students were safe and asleep in
their beds or half-awake and dragging
themselves to early morning classes, the
Carolina Alert siren blared across campus
and in select buildings in its semesterly
test.
Notices were sent to students, staff
and other subscribers through email; text
messages; Facebook, Twitter, RSS feed and
website alerts; a TV crawl and ALERT
FM radio messaging system.
From the moment Provost Michael
A miridis , chair of USC’s emergenc y
management team, made the call to issue
the emergency test to the moment that
ALERT ● 3
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Simon Hudson discusses tourism in Delaney’s Speakeasy Tuesday evening at the monthly EngenuitySC Science Cafe.

Expert talks keys to tourism growth
Hudson: To improve image, residents
need to be proud of South Carolina
Thad Moore

TMOORE@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Simon Hudson came to South Carolina three years
ago, and every day since, it seems, someone has asked
him why.
“I get asked every single day what I’m doing here,”
Hudson said after a lecture Tuesday evening. “That’s
wrong, isn’t it?”

SG Debates
The Student Government elections
next week are fast approaching, and
today’s your chance to hear candidates
for top offices make their pitch.
C a n d i d at e s f o r p r e s i d e nt , v i c e
president and treasurer will debate in
the Russell House Theater from 4:15 to
5:40 p.m.
Have questions you want to ask? Send
them to The Daily Gamecock today on
Facebook or on Twitter (@thegamecock),
and they could be included.
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CAROLINA ALERTS
BY THE NUMBERS

Those interactions highlight what the SmartStateendowed d irector of t he Center of E conom ic
Excellence in Tourism and Economic Development
thinks is a key problem holding the state — and its
tourism industry — back: South Carolina isn’t sold
on itself.
Tourism is already the state’s biggest industry, but
Hudson, an industry expert, thinks it could do much
better.
The f irst step, he said, is conv incing Sout h
Carolinians that their state is something to be proud
TOURISM ● 4

45,802 of 46,716
texts successfully
delivered (98%)
65,955 of 67,996
emails successfully
delivered (96.9%)

Web tool aims to prevent suicide
More than 100 students
take new questionnaire
Evan D. Gatti

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Suicide is the second leading
cause of death among college
st udent s , but USC is tak ing
preventative steps with the help
of a new online tool.
The I nteract ive Screening
Prog ra m is a n a nony mous
screening test which detects

var ying degrees of stress and
depression by evaluating a series
of online questions.
I n pa r t ner sh ip w it h t he
A m e r i c a n Fo u n d a t i o n f o r
Su ic ide P re vent ion , a nonprofit organization dedicated to
understanding and preventing
s u ic ide , I SP i s i nt ended to
ide nt i f y at-r i s k s t ude nt s
and encou rage t hem to seek
treatment.
The program has been a part
of USC’s su icide prevent ion
plan since the spring of 2012

h a s b e e n a v a i l able t o USC
students for one semester now,
according to Jennifer Myers,
USC’s coordinator of suicide
prevention services.
The South Carolina chapter
of A FSP w ill prov ide init ial
funding for a period of three
y e a r s , a c c o r d i n g t o H e le n
Pridgen, AFSP’s South Carolina
area director.
Toby Lovell, t he assista nt
director of communit y based
SUICIDE ● 3

Cromer’s Peanuts

The Falling GOP

Letchworth leads

The “guaranteed
worst in town” sweet
shop has added a
cafe to its Huger
Street store.

Columnist Matt Coleman berates his own
party for its unwillingness to change and
adapt to the needs of
the Americans.
See page 5

Coach says Gamecock junior Johnna
Letchworth has made
the horsemanship
team better since her
arrival.
See page 10

See page 6
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In Brief.
Bill would ban using
state planes to recruit

Ameris Bank to move
offices to Main Street

SC State enrollment drop
spurs ‘aggressive’ strategies

The South Carolina House of Representatives
approved a proposal to ban state colleges and
universities from using state aircrafts to recruit
athletes Tuesday.
The lone no-vote on the resolution was from
state Rep. B.R. Skelton, a Republican from
Pickens and a Clemson graduate. Clemson
football coaches have been using state airplanes
for recruiting trips for multiple years and, as of
October, the university had reimbursed the state
for 30 fl ights. The reimbursement amounted to
more than $90,000.
In October, Clemson officials told The State
that due to the sale of one of the university’s
planes, coaches had to use state aircrafts more
often because they were cheaper than chartering
a private plane.
Clemson University President James Barker
used state-owned planes the most, but other top
travelers include football coach Dabo Swinney
and basketball coach Brad Brownell.
USC owns two planes that coaches use to
recruit athletes.

Ameris Bank’s South Carolina headquarters
is moving onto Main Street in May, The State
reported.
The ba n k , wh ich has n ine bra nches
throughout the state, will fi ll 3,000 square feet
on the ground floor of 1333 Main St. and 12,500
square feet elsewhere in the building. Currently,
its state headquarters are on Gervais Street.
A meris has 60 bra nches t h roughout t he
Southeast, and the local move adds to a growing
resurgence of Main Street.
The area’s expected to benefit from a student
housing project next year and will see t he
addition of Agape Senior’s headquarters across
the street from Mast General Store and the new
Nickelodeon Theatre later this year.
In the last months of 2012, the amount of
vacant office space fell sharply as a result of the
sale of three major office towers on Main Street.

Officials at South Carolina State University
are implementing an “aggressive” new recruiting
program to combat falling enrollment at the school.
A drop in enrollment for the spring semester
could cost the university $5.1 million, adding to an
already hefty deficit, The (Orangeburg) Times and
Democrat reported.
Cynthia Warrick, the university’s president, told
The Times and Democrat that she and the vice
president for academic affairs had been “making
the rounds” to technical colleges to recruit new
students.
Last fall’s declining enrollment cost the university
$3.2 million in addition to a $1.9 million loss in
housing and food services.
SCSU is already operating in the red with a
rolling deficit of more than $6 million.
The university plans to cover the costs by cutting
out discretionary spending and pulling money from
other areas of the budget, according to The Times
and Democrat. SCSU’s Vice President for Finance
Eric Eaton said 4,200 to 4,500 students would be
ideal to balance the budget, but that 3,900 would be
able to maintain the university’s current state.

—Thad Moore, News Editor

—Amanda Coyne, Assistant News Editor

—Sydney Patterson, Managing Editor

@thegamecock

Thad Moore / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Emergency crews block traffic at the intersection of Assembly and Greene streets
Tuesday afternoon. USC plans to make the area safer to cross later this year.
PEDESTRIAN ● Cont. from 1
In 2011, the university’s board of
trustees approved a $4 million plan
to make the crosswalks at Assembly’s
intersections at Blossom, College
a nd G reene st reet s w it h w ider
sidewalks and a bigger landing area
with shade trees and landscaping in
the median.

Construction for those plans is
expected to get underway by around
March 15 and should mostly be done
by the end of October, according to
Ed Walton, USC’s chief financial
officer.
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SUICIDE ● Continued from 1
services, has taken part in sending
invitations to students urging them
to pa r t icipate i n t he screen i ng.
Up on c omplet ion , a c ou n s elor
at t he C ou n sel i ng a nd Hu m a n
D e v e lop me nt C e nt e r r e s p o nd s
to each individual questionnaire,
according to Myers. The student
can either meet with a counselor
in person or talk online using a
dialogue feature.
“I think of it as an email version
of chat. The content is like chat, but
the response time is more like an
email,” Myers said through email.

ALERT ● Cont. from 1
the fi nal alert tool was set off, seven
minutes had past, which Cpl. Vinny
Bocchino of USC’s Division of Law
Enforcement and Safety said was a
“very fast” response time.
The alerts online and on social
media went out f irst, within t wo
minutes of Amiridis’ call, and the
last tool employed was the TV crawl,
Bocchino said.
Of the 46,716 texts that were sent
by the Carolina Alert system, 45,802
were delivered successfully, giving the
system a 98 percent success rate.
Text message success rates have
hovered around 98 percent for the
past three semesters and the 2 percent
of undeliverable messages was largely
attributed to subscribers entering
la nd l i ne s i n stead of cel l phone
numbers for their Carolina A lert
contact information.
Emails saw a higher failure rate,
with 3.1 percent bouncing back, and
65,955 out of 67,996 subscribers,
or 96.9 percent , were del ivered
successfully.
The unsuccessful attempts faced

Accord i ng to Myers, st udent s
can use this aspect of the program
to ask questions about counseling,
confidentiality or cost.
The su r vey ’s dialog ue feat u re
sig n if ic a nt ly i nc rea se s st udent
participation, according to published
st udies referenced on t he A FSP
website. The f indings concluded
that students who engaged in such
dialogue with an ISP counselor were
roughly three times more likely to
schedule a face-to-face meeting and
enter treatment.
T he prog r a m h a s a l so fou nd
success here at USC.
More than 100 USC students have

Students can access the online tool at
www.sa.sc.edu/shs/chdc under the
“Mental Health Screening” tab.
participated in the program so far
and about a quarter have scheduled
at least one face-to-face meeting,
according to Myers.
Myers is opt im ist ic about t he
program and feels that it will help
students.
“It is a way of reducing barriers to
getting help. It also helps students

problems similar to the text messages;
subscribers could have old or incorrect
email addresses listed, Bocchino said.
This was the first official test of the
Carolina Alert system to include the
newly installed sirens in the Carolina
Coliseum and Rice Athletic Center.
The sirens were installed wit h
recent f ire alarm updates and, in
the case of the Coliseum, which has
poor cell phone reception, will allow
st udents to more quick ly receive
Carolina Alerts in case of an actual
emergency.
“Cell phones are first to get jammed
in an emergency,” Bocchino said.
“Look at football games. The high
usage jams up the cell towers and
nothing can get in or out. With these
sirens, you don’t need a device to
receive the message.”
Bocchino said t hat t hese siren
systems will be installed with every
building’s eventual fire alarm update
and that the next to be updated will
be the James F. Byrnes Building,
Williams-Brice Building, Blatt P.E.
Center and 300 South Main St.
DG
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feel more com for t able, become
aware of our services and know ...
that things can get better,” Myers
said.
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TOURISM ● Continued from 1
of.
Some of that is accomplished by major festivals
and events like the PGA Championship on Kiawah
Island last year, but speak ing at t he mont hly
EngenuitySC Science Cafe at Delaney’s Speakeasy,
Hudson suggested the state could use an internal
public relations campaign.
Conceptually, such a campaign wouldn’t be too
different from USC’s “No Limits” rebranding
effort.
The university’s reputation has been limited, in
part, by people’s negative associations with the state,
administrators have said, and selling its successes
has been difficult because its students and faculty
don’t see themselves as particularly exceptional.
Likewise, Hudson said, the world won’t see South
Carolina as a destination until its residents are
convinced it is one.
But the tourism industry has also been held back
by some of the state’s outward displays, he said, like
the controversy that stewed in 2008 over a U.K.
ad campaign that proclaimed “South Carolina is
so gay” and the Confederate flag’s spot outside the
Statehouse.
“The f lag is a huge issue. It’s something that

EngenuitySC hold s
its Science Cafe talks on
the second Tuesday of
each month at 6 p.m. at
Delaney’s Speakeasy on
Saluda Avenue.
Here are the speakers
they’ve lined up so far for
the rest of the year and
what they’ll discuss:

March 12
April 9
May 14
June 11
July 9
August 13

we need to address. I think we lose millions and
millions of dollars,” Hudson said. “I sometimes feel
when I’m here that we’re kind of 10 years behind
everyone else. We’ll get there ... but it’s going to
take some time.”
Hudson said Sout h Carolina w ill also need
to update its advertising efforts, moving away
from 30-second TV spots to draw in golfers and
beachgoers and toward innovative, Web-based
campaig ns to get more upscale, internat ional
travelers who will spend upwards of $400 in a night.
A nd it cou ld do so, he sa id, by promot i ng
historical and culinary tours in the rural areas of
the state, opening the waterways between Columbia
and Charleston and making f lights cheaper and
more accessible.
If it encouraged tourists to explore the state
beyond the coastline, like in the rural Pee Dee or
the Upstate, it could spread the industry’s wealth
and grow the state’s economy.
“We are one of the poorest states in America. We
have a lot of issues here,” Hudson said. “Tourism
can help that — It really can. It’s got so much
potential here.”
DG

Louis Guillette, marine genomics and the
environment
Dan Gabriel Cacuci, nuclear science
Dr. Robert Adams, the REACH Network and
stroke recovery
Dr. Charles Bennett, improving drug safety
Brian Benicewicz, polymer nanocomposite
research and South Carolina’s plastics industry
Dr. John Schaefer, clinical effectiveness, patient
safety and the process of commercializing
technologies
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Carolina Alert system
shows improvement
The sound of the Carolina Alert alarm
bla r i ng i n ou r ea rd r u m s at 9 a.m.
may not be the most welcome sound
in the morning, but at least it’s now
successfully serving its main purpose: to
wake everyone up.
After years
of receiving
“This
Ca rol i n a A ler t
improvement
texts to our
phones two days,
is a relief. In
a nd somet i me s
the case of
even a week,
after an incident
emergencies,
occurs, the
it’s nice to know t e s t d o n e o n
that we’d know campus Tuesday
lected a huge
about dangers ref
improvement
immediately,
i n
U S C ’s
emergency
alert
and not two
system. The two
days later.”
to seven-minute
response t ime
and the small percentage of undeliverable
emails and texts was a good sign, and
placing alarms in buildings that don’t
usually have good cell phone reception is
helpful as well. To us, this improvement
is a relief. In the case of emergencies,
it’s nice to know that we’d know about
danger immediately, and not two days
later.
However, Carolina Alert still has room
to improve. The recent response time is
great, but that extra five minutes could
mean a lot when it comes to a serious
i nc ident on ca mpu s, l i ke a n ac t ive
shooter. Carolina Alert could look to
streamlining its alerts so that all forms
of notification — sirens, emails, text, TV
alerts — would be activated at the same
time, potentially reducing the response
time. In the near future, Carolina Alert
plans to expand the in-building alarms,
which would further improve the reach.
But for now, we’re glad that the alerts are
fi nally working. Safety should always be
a priority, and USC is at last achieving
that goal.

GOP must find ways to stay relevant
Unbudging beliefs do not
fare well with Americans
I’m a Republican and I believe my
party is in trouble. I was recently
lamenting that the party seemed to be
void of solutions. A fellow Republican
tried to console me by saying that
the party was still relevant because
it was acting as a “speed bump” to
slow President Barack
Obama’s reforms. A n
opposit ion t hat ca n
prevent excessively rapid
change is valuable, but a
speed bump has limited
electoral appeal. From
Matthew
the uninsured to climate
Coleman
change, Republicans
Second-year
need to stop denying
international
problems, modernize
business student
and offer solutions that
voters can be confident in.
Republicans today are suffering
from an identity crisis. Conservative
ideology strictly limits the role of
the federal government, but modern
society and American voters demand
a more involved national government.
To stay relevant, Republicans will have
to overcome this ideological paralysis
and become a party that recognizes
problems and offers more innovative
solutions than Democrats.
Republicans should start wit h
healt hcare. W it h more t ha n 50
million Americans uninsured, a very
real problem exists. Republicans must
recognize that our society has decided
to provide everyone with health care.
Instead of ignoring the problem and
constantly threatening to repeal
“Obamacare,” Republicans should
recognize the need to cover the people
outside the system and propose ways

to keep costs down.
On guns, Republicans should realize
that America’s homicide rate is four
times higher than the rest of the
developed world. Instead of acting like
any gun laws will usher in tyranny,
Republicans should provide sensible
solutions that protect gun owners’
rights while also preventing firearms
from ending up in the wrong hands.
On im m ig rat ion, Republica ns
should end the delusion that 12 million
illegal residents can be deported and
instead look to Florida Republican
Sen. Marco Rubio’s plan, which allows
them to pay back taxes and receive
legal residency.
On climate change, the party should
propose market-oriented policies that
will reduce carbon emissions and
pollution in general. They should
recognize that pollution has costs,
and it’s unfair that those who pollute
do not have to pay at least a share of
those costs. A market-friendly solution
would be to tax polluting activities
based on their estimated damage. This
would encourage the private sector to
innovate and would make going green
competitively advantageous. This is
a more hands-off approach than the
Democratic policy of direct subsidies
to clean energy companies.
These are just a few issues on which
Republicans can offer pro-market,
cost-efficient solutions instead of
simply denying the problem. Some
on the right may call my position a
betrayal. However, I don’t advocate
this reform to destroy the right, but
to save it. A relevant GOP can provide
innovative solutions that compete with
the Democrats’ often uncreative tax
and spending policies, but an irrelevant
party is a useless party.

With the immensely negative
publicity texting while driving
has received over the past five
years, one would think there
would be a law banning what
has been described as being
almost as deadly as driv ing
drunk.
But South
Ca rol i na is one
of only eight
states yet to
make texting and
driving illegal. It
is imperative that
Sout h Ca rol i n a
Whitney
e n ac t s t h i s l aw
Smith
Second-year
soon.
journalism
A texting driver
student
is 23 times more
likely to get into a
crash than a non-texting driver,
according to the Ad Council
o n Te x t i n g a n d D r i v i n g
Prevention. South Carolina’s
roads are already dangerous
enough a s it is, a s d r iver s
seem to have dozens of other
distractions other than their
cellular device. Add texting into
the mix, and fatal wrecks are
even more likely.
Though t he reg ulat ion of
ot her t hings, like eat ing or
smoking at the wheel, isn’t the
most prudent way of dealing
with driver distraction, banning
tex t i ng ent i rely is. Ta k i ng
one’s eyes off the road isn’t
multitasking, but rather driving
blind. This habit t hat most
people don’t think twice about
has caused 1.3 million crashes
in a matter of a year. Nearly 13
percent of 18- to 20-year-old
drivers involved in car wrecks
admitted to texting or talking
on their mobile devices at the
time of the crash, according to
textinganddrivingsafety.com.
With innumerable statistics
show ing t he hazards, t here
is no reason South Carolina
shouldn’t outlaw one of the
most easily preventable causes
of wrecks.

Fans need to give musicians room to grow
Goal of artists to create own work,
not tailor to expectations of listeners
We of ten make ourselves t he protagonist
of our own lives. We can’t help it — it’s how
we’re programmed. We give our own existence
a novel- or fi lm-like context and are the center
of our realit y. For whatever reason, that was
t he p er s p e c t i ve t h at hu m a n s were g i ve n .
Nevertheless, we insist on barging in on other
people’s consciousness, judging other people’s
lives by our standards. We seem to do this on a
daily basis to friends, strangers and people on
the street who wear fedoras. However, the light
of criticism shines brightest for celebrities. Lame
puns aside, these beacons of entertainment and
wisdom are constantly facing public scrutiny,
especially on how they do their job. We place a
heavy weight on artists to continue to produce
great new music on a regular basis ... so long as it’s
created with us in mind.

The general public makes being a musician
incredibly difficult. Artists fi nd it almost easier
to stay independent than have the overbearing
pressure of supporters and t yrannical record
company execut ives. There have been many
instances when artists have lost fans
for trying to defy expectations and
break through to different genres
and styles. This is mostly due to the
fact that music listeners like to label
musical acts. We have to narrow
dow n what a band is to t he ver y
last detail, giving groups prefixed
Zach
epithets to try to wholly describe who
Newman
Second-year
the band is with tweetlike brevity.
journalism
This gives the band little room to
student
grow if they want to preserve their
fan base.
Fans feel like they are owed something, that
because we gave the artist our money, the artist
shouldn’t change. But fans have to realize that
buying an album is not equivalent to buying stock

About The Daily Gamecock

IT’S YOUR RIGHT
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s
V ie w p oi nt s p ag e i s to s t i mu l at e
discussion in the University of South
Carolina community. All published
aut hor s a re e x p e c t ed to prov ide
logical arguments to back their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages
readers to voice opinions and offers
three methods of expression: letters
to t he ed itor, g uest colu m ns a nd
feedback on dailygamecock.com.
Letters and guest columns should
be submitted via email to editor@
dailygamecock.com. Let ters must
be 200 to 300 words in length and
include the author’s name, year in

in a corporation. Our acquiescence is not the
priority of a musician, and they are not obligated
to pump out the same material with puppetlike
compliance. Some groups have made a living by
dancing the fi ne line between the established and
the experimental. Radiohead has evolved from
a one-hit run-of-the-mill alternative rock band
to an electronic rock outfit, and have received
nothing but critical acclaim along the way.
This creates a conundrum: Are we fans of the
artists themselves or the music they create? For
example, if you go to see a comedian that you are
a fan of, are you going to want to hear the same
jokes they have already exhausted, or do you
want to see new material and witness an original
show? I am willing to say that most people would
side with the latter. However with music, people
feel very differently. Perhaps it’s because we have
stared at the circled date on the calendar and
have obediently waited for our next serving of
happiness — one we expect the artist to provide.

school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders and
USC faculty members to submit guest
columns. Columnists should keep
submissions to about 500 words in
length and include the author’s name
and position.
The editor reserves the right to
edit and condense submissions for
length and clarity, or not publish at
all.
A ll subm issions become t he
property of The Daily Gamecock and
must conform to the legal standards
of USC Student Media.

CORRECTIONS
If you find an error in today’s edition of The Daily
Gamecock, let us know about it. Email editor@
dailygamecock.com and we will print the corrections in
our next issue.

The Daily Gamecock is the editorially independent student newspaper
of the University of South Carolina. It is published daily during the fall
and spring semesters and nine times during the summer with the exception
of university holidays and exam periods. Opinions expressed in The Daily
Gamecock are those of editors or author and not those of the University of
South Carolina. The Board of Student Publications and Communications
is the publisher of The Daily Gamecock. The Department of Student Media
is the newspaper’s parent organization. The Daily Gamecock is supported in
part by student activity fees. One free copy per reader. Additional copies may be
purchased for $1 each from the Department of Student Media.
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Cromer’s keeps city sweet
Peanut, popcorn shop expands
to recapture Columbia’s heart
Chloe Gould

CGOULD@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Photos by Brian Almond / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Cromer’s, on Huger Street near the Vista, is the longtime sweet company’s hub. It now
serves daily lunch specials and houses a Jamestown Coffee Company cafe.

P

Cromer’s is open Monday through Friday, 6:30 a.m. to 6
p.m. and Saturday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Lunch specials run all
day, except Tuesdays, when Cromer’s stops frying corn
dogs at 2 p.m.
Monday
Two hot dogs, chips and drink: $5.59
Tuesday
Two corn dogs, chips and drink: $6.50
Wednesday
Mathias Sandwich Shop sandwich, chips
and drink: $4.95
Thursday
Nachos and drink: $2.96
Friday
Homemade, mustard-based barbecue sandwich,
chips and drink: $5.99

eople know the peanuts.
They’re roasted, honey roasted,
boiled, salted and caramelized.
There are pecans and cashews — peanuts
shelled and salted.
Then, there’s the popcorn: big batches
and small bags, drizzled with white and
dark chocolate, or salted and spiced with
jalapeno powder and parmesan cheese.
Cromer’s, tagged with its candy apple
red logo, has handled Columbia’s peanuts
and popcorn for 78 years. A South Carolina
farmer, Julian Cromer started at Assembly
Street’s Curb Market in 1935 with just
peanuts.
His booth was set up next to a competing
peanut vendor who swore that he, not
Cromer, had the best peanuts in town.
The competing peanut man went so far as
to make a sign that pointed to Cromer’s
booth and read “worst in town.”
Cromer had a sense of humor. From then
on, he wouldn’t have the worst peanuts, he
would have the “guaranteed worst.”
In the 1930s, Cromer’s owned Columbia.
Everyone knew Julian, “The Peanut Man,”
and today, the company is working to
reclaim that spot.
Now in its third generation of Cromer,
it is a completely female-owned and
-managed business.
The city knows Cromer’s: Its cotton
candy and popcorn are stocked at the state
fair and sold every Saturday and Sunday at
Columbia’s farmers markets. But few know
about the Cromer’s building.
On Huger Street, just before the ramp
to I-26, Cromer’s sits in front of Codgill
Carpets. Hundreds drive by every day, but
not as many have stopped to explore the
little slice of wonder that is the peanut and
popcorn emporium.

Big, full barrels of penny candy, Skittles
and caramels form a line down the center
of the store. It is all pick and mix for $3.49
per half pound.
There is a bouquet of pink, orange and
purple swirled lollipops — the ones you
only thought lived in the land of Willy
Wonka — and giant bags of golden yellow,
popped popcorn the size of Santa’s sack of
presents.
The smells are divine, a salty and sweet
savor for your nostrils.
Employees at the Af lac and AT&T
building just across the road cross the
street come just for the fresh-popped
popcorn smell, said Robin Coleman, who’s
worked as a sales associate at Cromer’s for
three years. The tuxedo monkey munch,
covered in caramel and white and dark
chocolate drizzle, is her favorite flavor.
T h at ’s t he b e au t y of t he s ho p:
Everything is made in the back warehouse,
attached to the retail building. There are
vats of grease where they bread and deepfry corn dogs, and popcorn poppers where
they fill the bags with one of the company’s
signature treats. All of the peanuts are
roasted and boiled back there, too.
Cromer’s values its craftsmanship, said
Agata Chydzinski, the executive director
of marketing, retail and finance.
Wade Lann, known as Mr. Wade in the
shop, has been boiling Cromer’s peanuts
for over 40 years. Marie Crowell, who has
been working at the company for almost
30 years, has just started sharing her
homemade, mustard-based barbecue with
the shop’s lunchtime crowd.
The peanut- and popcorn-makers have
long had a Monday lunch special: two
CROMER’S ● 8

Matt Costa falls back into folk rock roots
Singer records self-titled
4th album in Scotland
Chloe Gould

CGOULD@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

He’s the Californian boy with sideswept bangs and a certain quirk.
He’s been “Mr. Pitiful,” walking
t hrough streets, f ields and shores
with a crooked bowtie and kick drum
backpack.
H e ’s l i v e d t h r o u g h a “ C o l d
December” and added a little pep and
“la la la” to a mysterious, estranged
romance.
And now, four albums into his eightyear career, he’s repackaging himself.
He’s looking to be a great — to take to
the genesis of folk rock.
Matt Costa is the indie kid with
an acoustic g uitar who has grown
his brand to a roots folk, sometimeseccentric sound.
His latest, released Tuesday, is a
self-titled album that toys with the
songs we sing and folds in orchestral
backings and warmer chorus lines. It
was recorded in Glasgow, Scotland ,
with a team of producers tied to Belle
and Sebastian , an indie pop group
based in the city across the pond.
Costa has worked to keep his music
in his hands. His fi rst album, “Songs
We Sing,” was self-produced and selfreleased. It housed many of the artist’s
most famous singles: “Yellow Taxi ,”
“Astair,” “Cold December” and “Wash
Away.”

It was then rereleased a year later,
in 2006, by Brushfire Records, Jack
Johnson’s label.
The singer/songwriter has been with
Brushfi re since — three fresh records
later.
Johnson’s record family is close-knit
in rhythm, vibe and feel. It’s 10 artists,
including himself, that circle around
the Jack Johnson cool. They’re driven
by guitar and a little oddball percussion
with a feel-good, upbeat hook.
G. Love & Special Sauce , one of
Brushfire’s own, sings about “Peace,
Love and Happiness” with a banjo and
a harmonica in its latest single, and
Jack Johnson muses about “Banana
Pancakes.”
Costa has always been of the same
mold. But his fourth album is reaching
further than the pancakes. It’s titled
“Matt Costa,” perhaps to rebrand
himself.
In an interview with MTV Hive ,
Costa said he wanted to avoid an
“American-sounding” record, and focus
back on those who pioneered his genre.
“You start to realize a lot of it came
from the immigrants from all sorts of
countries — a lot are English ballads,”
Costa said in the interview.
Tony Doog a n is t he Bel le a nd
Sebastian producer behind the newest
“Matt Costa.” Chris Geddes, the band’s
keyboardist , also had a hand in the
album’s arrangements.
Costa draws on the same kind of
COSTA ● 8
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Matt Costa, a 30-year-old singer from California, released his fourth album Tuesday.
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USC dances ‘On the Edge’ at Drayton
Company choreographs
contemporary numbers
for this week’s show
Caitlyn McGuire

MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

USC’s Dance Company is “On the
Edge” of something amazing.
The company will be performing
contemporar y work s by top
choreographers at USC’s Drayton Hall

Theatre Feb. 14 through 16. The unique
performances collectively entitled “On
the Edge” include pieces from highly
noted choreographers Amanda Miller,
William Evans, Thaddeus Davis and
Tanya Wideman-Davis.
Through collaborative and solo
choreog raph ies t hat have draw n
i nspi rat ion f rom a nu mber of
outlets, using about 45 dancers and
choreographers working in unison.

Each director used their own unique
ideas to work with the dancers.
“I like to choreograph works that
represent femininity,” said WidemanDavis, USC assistant professor and
co-artistic director of Wideman/Davis
Dance Company.
Wideman-Davis’s newest piece,
which will end the show, proves how
distinct each choreographer’s pieces
are. “Scopophilic,” which means “love
of looking,” will include nine dancers,
three who rotate nights, all of whom
are female.
Wideman-Davis used a pict ure
hanging in her office for inspiration.
O r i g i n a l l y f o u nd i n A r t f o r u m
magazine, t he photo shows eight
women all dressed in black.
“They’re all gazing at the camera
lens, each with a very distinct gaze,”
she said.
She focused on how females in dance
are normally depicted in one way, with

one gaze. In her piece she dealt with
“fl ipping” this gaze and attempted to
portray both the female and male gaze
together. She also made sure she spoke
to her dancers, gaining knowledge and
ideas from them.
“ I ’m work i n g w it h l i v i n g
individuals,” she said. “I work with
who’s in the room.”
Similarly, Miller, former resident
choreographer for Ballet Frankfurt,
used her dancers to fully form her
piece. In “Japanese Butterfly,” Miller
drew on each of the dancer’s life
experiences and current life stages,
combining them for a truly personal
dance.
Davis, Wideman-Davis’ husband
and dance partner, also contributed
two original works, “If Only I...,” which
was featured in the Fall of 2012 “Voices
of Choreography,” and “K.A.R.C.”
Though Davis and Wideman-Davis
DANCE ● 8
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USC Dance Company will perform contemporary dances for its show “On the Edge” this
Thursday through Saturday. A team of 45 choreographers and dancers are involved.
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have worked and danced together in many
notable companies, they worked separately
for “On the Edge” to focus on their own
personal visions and inspirations.
A rec reat ion of W i l l ia m Ev a n s’
“Dreamtime” and a piece based on the
development of movement by Diane
McGhee Valle, the director of USC’s
dance educat ion t rack, w ill also be
performed.
Davis said the performance would be
nothing without its dancers and their
passion.
“I am inspired by the dancers, but
more importantly, their commitment to
the creation process shows that they are
inspired by the process of art making,”
Davis said.
He added that the USC dance program
has grown stronger over the past few
years, and this performance is the perfect
opportunity to show this growth.
“Each choreographer asked something
different of our students, and as our
students grow our program grows.”

hotdogs, chips and a drink for $5.59. But in the past year,
Cromer’s has added a lunch special for each day of the
week, from nachos to corn dogs. On Fridays, Crowell
makes her barbecue sandwiches, with chips and a drink
for $5.99.
It has also partnered with Mathias Sandwich Shop on St.
Andrews Road, which has been around since 1942, for its
Wednesday special, and hopes to start carrying DiPrato’s
pimento cheese, Chydzinski said.
The lunch specials are available all day, except corn dog
day on Tuesdays. The staff has to cut the grease off at 2
p.m.
So, there’s lunch and there’s candy. There’s popcorn,

“On the Edge” is 7:30 p.m. Feb. 14 to 16
at Drayton Hall Theatre at 1214 College
St. Tickets are $12 for students, $16 for
USC faculty/staff, military and seniors
(60+) and $18 for the general public.
Tickets can be purchased in advance
through the box office at (803) 777-5112.
DG

DG
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COSTA ● Continued from 6
melodies. He shutters from the ironically upbeat “Mr.
Pitiful” and falls into rainy day listening. His vocals
are more hollow and less accessible than before, and
the instrumentals drive the majority of the work.
There are strings and harmonicas and piano and
the creeping hint of rainmakers. The listing strikes
a difficult balance: It sounds like a live show, without
the pitch problems and distant echoes of a live

CARO
LINA 2012

peanuts, birthday balloons and king crowns. But, as of
November, there’s a coffee shop.
“It’s like a college kid’s paradise,” Coleman said.
Jamestown Coffee Company, based in Lexington, S.C.,
opened in the back right corner of Cromer’s. Its first
location opened in Lexington three years ago, but the
Cromer’s counter is now the company’s only open shop.
The owner of Jamestown, James Kirk, was born and
raised in South Carolina, but lived in Seattle as an adult.
He loved the coffee bar feel and designed Jamestown with
the same notion and a Southern flair, said Brandon Wilks,
the manager of Jamestown’s Cromer’s location.
It is a coffee shop, with free Wi-Fi and free parking. The
free parking was a big selling point, noted by Chydzinski,
Coleman and Wilks.
The cof fee is also sourced from Columbia and
Charleston roasters, and Jamestown brings in its pastries
and baked goods from local bakehouses whenever possible.
The shop is quirky. A chalkboard by the front register
has a particularly talented sketch of Bilbo that reads, “Make
a Hobbit of visiting us!” There’s also another board with
a hand-drawn ad for “winter fantasy coffee,” endorsed by
Christopher Walken. Mismatched armchairs separate the
cafe from the peanut displays, and a black-and-white tiled
floor stretch across an open workspace.
Jamestown’s specialit y drinks are spot on. The
Gamecock, a raspberry and dark chocolate mocha, is rich
and delicious. The shop’s signature drink, however, is the
Palmetto Pecan Latte. It is best paired with the pimento
cheese and bacon bagel, served all day.
When Cromer’s brought in Jamestown, it wanted to
continue the tradition of Columbia-based business. It is a
company rooted in this city and rooted in its tradition.
It wants to make Cromer’s, once again, a Columbia
name.

recording. You dream up Costa sitting on a stool with
his guitar and maybe an egg-shaped shaker recording
each song.
The first track in line, “Loving You,” sets the
sound. There are horns. Not loud horns, but horns.
They carry the love song — a song that inspires
visions of baby birds flying above Costa’s head, in an
indie way.
“Shotgun” sounds like an English folk rock ballad.
No song on the album particularly identifies as a
30-year-old from California, but “Shotgun” really
achieves the Scottish inspiration.
There’s a steady, peppy clap and a harmony that
strikes back to bands like Belle and Sebastian.
“Clipped Wings” has a flute. At times, it sounds
like it belongs in the movie “Bambi.” It sticks out.
“Ophelia” is all about the harmonica. It’s sad
but light-hearted, pulled together by a constant,
twinkling backbeat that sets the feel of the track.
Costa set out, abroad, to take on a new personality.
He wanted a new sound, a new voice. He did it.
DG

Courtesy of mattcosta,com

BE ALONE

TOGETHER
Sharky’s Too
Thurs. Feb 14
Photo Booth

9-12
Live DJ

Download our app to sign up

Interested in magazine production,
writing, photography, editing, layout,
design, blogging, website management,
creative expression or public affairs?
Get the facts at our interest meetings:

presented by

www.gandbmagazine.com

Sh a r k y ’ s

Russell House 343 • 803-777-3888
www.sa.sc.edu/studentmedia

Wednesday, February 13, 2013

HOUSING
4BR, 2BA house near
Campus/Vista
4BR house near Campus/
Vista. 2BA, full appliances,
W/D, cable/internet, sec.
system. 616 Laurel Street.
Available July 1. Call (803)
422-5704 or
Email hank@burrisslaw.com

EMPLOYMENT

The Little Gym Instructor
The Little Gym is looking
for some fun, upbeat people
to teach classes and lead
birthday parties. We teach
classes to children ages 4
months to 12 years with a
focus in gymnastics, dance,
karate and sports.
Instructors need to be
available to work most
evenings and weekends.
We are looking for instructors
at both our Forest Acres and
Lexington locations.
Email abrazell@thelittlegym.
com

EMPLOYMENT
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OPPORTUNITIES
$BARTENDING$, $300/Day
Potential, NO EXPERIENCE
NEC.Training Available.
800-965-6520 XT253

FOR SALE
NOW HIRING
SWIM TEACHERS!
We are hiring instructorcandidates who can teach
an 8:25AM -10:25AM shift
for our school district swim
lessons program downtown
this spring. Pay starts @
$10.25 per hour. Free Training
and Certification. Email your
availability/class schedule
and any qualifications to Jim
Reiser @ swimprofessor@sc.rr.
com

TRAVEL
BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK
$189 for 5-Days.
All prices include: Round-trip
luxury party cruise.
Accommodations on the
island at
your choice of 13 resorts.
Appalachia Travel.
www.BahamaSun.com
800-867-5018

PHD • JORGE CHAM

THE SCENE
USC DANCE COMPANY SPRING
CONCERT: “ON THE EDGE”
7:30 p.m., $12 students /
$18 general
Drayton Hall Theatre,
1214 College St.

TOMORROW
“A MATTER OF SIZE”

TODAY

HOROSCOPES

Aries

Yo u ’r e t h e s t a r o f
your own movie. Play
an everyday hero and
s uc ceed. Don’t t a ke
yourself too seriously,
though. Consider the
stress factor. Beauty’s in
the details.

Taurus

Listen carefully for the
next t wo days. Don’t
ma ke a ny i mpor t a nt
decisions w it hout
consulting a friend first.
There’s a brilliant idea
in there somewhere.

Gemini

The competition may
be tough, but you’re
tougher. View from a
h i g he r p e r s p e c t i v e .
Wa i t f o r t h e r i g h t
moment to fol low a
hunch. Watch, and then
pounce.

Cancer

Take t he detour t hat
you crave most , a nd
dive into an adventure.
Angels guide you on a
mysterious path. Keep
your eyes farther down
the trail.

“KADDISH FOR A FRIEND”

Leo

Hold on to your hat;
this show is about to
begin. Keep your eyes
on long -ter m goa ls.
Pat ience is a v i r t ue,
especially now.

Virgo

Focus on work
and paying bills.
Empower and support
t he s t r at eg i s t s , a nd
encourage wild
suggestions and
brainstorming. Push for
big improvements.

Libra

A nt icipate surprises.
It could get explosive,
so take care. A strong
leader t a ke s cha rge.
V iv id feel i ng s a nd
expressions of love will
occupy you for the next
two days.

Scorpio

Expect a heav y
workload. Inspiration
guides creative effort.
Plug a financial leak.
Start by reviewing the
r u les for a st a r t l i ng
r e v e l a t i o n . Te a c h
self-sufficiency.

Sagittarius

8 p.m., $7 students / $8 general
Nickelodeon Theatre, 1607 Main St.

There’s time to relax
soon. Conf u sion is
rampant now, so stifle it
with snappy comebacks.
Romance is a growing
possibi l it y. You w i l l
have a surprise visitor.

8:30 p.m., $7 students / $8 general
Nickelodeon Theatre,
1607 Main St.
CD RELEASE: LUNDY, CELIA GARY
7:30 p.m., $10
New Brookland Tavern,
122 State St.
02/13/13

Capricorn

Emot ions i ncrease
at home, with a
confrontation possible.
G e t i nt o hou s e hold
projec t s. Fol low
an exot ic idea or
unusual interest. New
responsibilities come
soon.

Aquarius

Discipline is required.
I nspire your team
without pressure. Don’t
push yourself too hard;
someone else already
does. There’s a luck y
break.

Pisces

Here’s where you start
m a k i ng prof it s. A sk
for what you’ve been
promised, and gather
r e s o u r c e s t o g e t he r.
B e c a r e f u l w it h a n
outrageous proposition.

02/13/13

1 2 3 4

for 02/12/13

ACROSS
1 Nile reptile
5 Dance in Rio
10 Net info sources
14 Make over
15 Dwindling
Alaskan tribe
16 It runs in Juárez
17 Copycat
18 Horn without
keys
19 Place to brood
20 *13th in a literary
series of 26
23 Glucose
regulator
24 Winter
phenomenon,
commercially
25 Diary of a sort
28 Cultural org.
since 1965
29 *Me.-to-Fla.
route
32 Actress Gardner
33 Party invite inits.
34 “So be it!”
35 *Benjamin
38 “__ to him who
believes in
nothing”: Hugo
39 *Blue Light
Specials store
40 Bats
41 “Platoon” setting,
brieﬂy
42 Author Grafton
who wrote 20Across
43 *The Boss’s
backup
46 Basic resting
spot
49 “So that’s it!”
50 Where kronor are
spent: Abbr.
51 Cooks quantity?
53 *All men have
them
55 Bunker
smoother
58 Give __: inspire
59 Capable of
60 Cell impulse
transmitter
61 Blakley of
“Nashville”
62 Put in stitches
63 “I Love Lucy”
producer/writer
Oppenheimer
64 Tipped at the
casino
65 Winged archer

DOWN
1 Fill snugly with
2 Complain
3 Potemkin mutiny
city
4 Argonauts’ island
refuge
5 Kate’s “Charlie’s
Angels” role
6 Some booster
club members
7 Byte beginning
8 Dartboard area
9 Diminished
slowly
10 Watch part
11 Back in time
12 Status __
13 Deplete
21 Martini garnish
22 Demure
25 Andean bean
26 Done
27 Mannerly fellow
30 Nuclear radiation
weapon, for
short
31 Popularity
32 Comment end?
35 Mark’s love
36 Chips and dip,
say
37 Twice quadri38 Decisive
downfall
39 Praise

Solutions from 02/12/13

41 1980s sitcom
set in rural
Vermont
42 Acted snobbishly
toward
44 PC key
45 Payment for
cash?
46 Boy scout, at
times
47 Fight combo
48 Boxer Mike et al.
52 When spelled out,
word that follows
the beginnings of
the starred

answers in a
memorable kids’
show theme song
53 Desires
54 Pen call
55 British rule in
India
56 Bush whacker?
57 Haymaker
consequences60
Blow with a palm
63 ATM charge
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Juan Blas / South Carolina Athletics

Coach Boo Major says that redshirt junior Johnna Letchworth has helped improve the horsemanship team by motivating the players to work harder and do more in practice.

Letchworth leads horsemanship team
Previously top-ranked Gamecocks
hope to end 3-meet losing streak
Kyle Heck

KHECK@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Before Johnna Letchworth arrived on campus,
the equestrian horsemanship team was a weakness
of the overall team, according to coach Boo
Major.
Major said that Letchworth, now a redshirt
junior, and associate head coach Ruth Sorrel are
the main reasons that horsemanship is now one of
the team’s strengths.
“I think Johnna has come in and united the
horsemanship team to try harder, work harder and
do more in practice and I think the combination
of [Letchworth and Sorrel] has really helped,”
Major said. “She’s a real competitor. I’ll tell you
right now, she is one of the hardest workers on
this team.”
Letchworth, who is from Harwinton, Conn.,
chose USC over Texas A&M and Ok lahoma
State. The junior said she chose the Gamecocks
because “it was a really good fit” and she loved the
campus and coaching staff.

Now Letchworth will try to help her team snap
a three-meet losing streak when they travel to
Auburn on Thursday. USC is coming off a loss
to Georgia at home , their fi rst SEC loss of the
season. However, the Gamecocks are 2-0 on the
road in conference play.
“It’s important (to get a win) for the mental
game of the entire team,” Letchworth said. “After
the Georgia loss, we are working extra hard this
week to get back on top.”
USC has lost the last three meets by a combined
five points, and Major said she is a bit frustrated
by not being able to get the meets to go the
Gamecocks way. However, she knows that if her
team cuts down on a few mistakes, the wins will
start coming again.
In the past three meets, the Western team has
outscored opponents 9-8 while the Hunt Seat
team has been outscored 17-11.
Major said she is a little concerned with the
Hunt Seat team’s confidence because those riders
have been riding well, but they haven’t been able
to get the winning results. However, Major said it
shouldn’t affect them too much.
“I think this team is very resilient and I think
they believe in themselves and believe they can

ride and perform better,” Major said. “I don’t
think they are going to go into Auburn worried
about whether they are going to win or lose. I
think they are going to give it the best they can.”
The Gamecocks fell out of the No. 1 spot in the
most recent coach’s poll, dropping to No. 4. Major
says that you can’t put a lot of stock into the poll
because it is just made up of coaches’ opinions. On
top of that, she says the drop is a bit of a blessing;
as the No. 1 team, there is an added target on
your back, because “everyone is gunning to defeat
the No. 1 team,” Major said.
Letchworth agrees, saying that the SEC and
NCA A championships in March and April are
what matters, not the rankings in February.
With only four SEC teams, the upcoming
meet against the Tigers is crucial in the quest
to capture the fi rst official SEC championship,
and Major said Letchworth’s leadership will be
a big part of the team’s journey to that goal. But
leadership is something Letchworth said she’ll
have to work on every day, because “being a leader
is not easy.”
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Scheper breaks record at weekend invitational
Junior only USC high jumper to
be recognized as All-American
Nate Hammett

SPORTS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

For the second time this season,
ju n ior Jea n nel le Scheper broke
Sout h Ca rol i na’s record i n t he
women’s high jump at the Tyson
Invitational in Fayetteville, A rk.,
which was held this past weekend.
Scheper’s high jump measured in
at 6 feet, 3 inches, earning her fi rst
place at the invitational. No other
female Gamecock has jumped 6 feet
or higher. Scheper was recognized
for her efforts on Tuesday when she
was named the SEC’s field athlete of
the week.
“It wasn’t really a new experience,
but of course doing it again feels
awesome,” Scheper said. “[Being]
the best at anything or the first at
anything always feels amazing.”
Scheper was h igh ly decorated
coming into this season. In 2012, she
was named a first-team All-American
in both indoor and outdoor track
a nd f ield. She i s c u r rent ly t he
only Gamecock high jumper to be
recognized with the honor. She’s
also the NCAA Division I leader in
the event.
Several years ago, Scheper made
a jump of a different kind. She left
her native country of Saint Lucia
and came to the United States to
compete. Bor n i n November of
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Junior Jeannelle Scheper was named the SEC’s field athlete of the week after her recordbreaking high jump of 6 feet, 3 inches. It was the second time she’s broken the record.
1994, Scheper was a teenager when
she enrolled at school.
“It wasn’t a big deal to me because
I’ve been in a higher grade for the
majority of my life,” Scheper said. “It
was, I guess, a little bit of a culture
shock. It’s a lot more laid-back at
home. At school, the big change was
more like everything was scheduled
and a lot more intense.”
At the Tyson Invitational, Scheper
beat out numerous SEC competitors,
including Makeba A lcide of
A rkansas , who finished in second
place. Alcide, a senior, is also from

Saint Lucia.
“ T he f ac t t h at it c a me dow n
b et we e n her a nd a not her SEC
compet itor, somebody f rom her
c ou nt r y, pr ob abl y adde d s ome
adrenaline and excitement to her
e f f or t s ,” s a id S c hep er ’s c o ac h ,
Delethea Quarles.
Bot h Scheper a nd Quarles
h igh l ighted t he i mp or t a nce of
playing in a competitive conference.
“Competing in the SEC, you can’t
really get more intense than that,”
Scheper said.
Quarles emphasized the value of

Scheper’s training in t he weight
room. Quarles said that the time
sp ent t here h a s cont r ibuted to
Scheper’s success, perhaps more
than any other factor.
Not only has Scheper physically
m at u r e d i nt o a t w o - t i m e A l lAmerican athlete, but she has also
developed herself personally.
“I t hink she has learned more
about herself and me, her coach,”
Quarles said. “She’s older. We’re
maturing together.”
Scheper noted that she has not
been the only one to grow over the
past year. She said that the team
collectively has become stronger.
“ I t h i n k t he at t it u d e of t he
team has changed from last year,
positively,” Scheper said. “That’s
going to help us a lot in t he big
competition like SECs. We have a
lot of people on the team who have
been pulling their weight, which
encourages everybody else to do the
same.”
Scheper a nd her coach are
optimistic heading into the final
stretch of the indoor season.
“I t hink performances like
Jeannelle’s and Kierre Beckles’ and
Clay ton Gravesande’s and many
others help with getting to the top
of the conference,” Quarles said.
“I didn’t really expect to start off
this well,” Scheper said. “So now I
guess the sky’s the limit.”
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